. CommunicationsinaDR ____JfpW

Role-Plays for Day 6

#4: The Cabin - PARTNER B (Unskilled)

Facts Known to Both Parties

Two friends bought a vacation cabin in the mountains. They draw up a schedule each year as to
usage. All costs are shared equally at the end of the year. Each is responsible for cleaning and
maintenance while they are there. Partner A noticed that the cleaning was never done
properly when it was his/her time at the cabin, in fact sometimes it even smelled as food was
left in the fridge. Also things were just plain messy, drawers opened, appliances dirty, woodpile
was not refurbished. Every time s/he mentioned it to Partner B, Partner B apologized saying
that s/he had forgotten and would be more conscientious in the future.

Things came to a boil last week when Partner A notified Partner B that the electrical system had
blown and it would take $3000.00 to rewire the cabin. This really annoyed Partner A as s/he
was planning on using the cabin the following week but with no heat and power, forget it!
Partner A was to say the least, upset about the cost of repair as well. Partner A called for a
meeting with Partner B to discuss the electrical problem as well as the other aspects of the cost
sharing arrangement.

Facts Known to Partner B Only

Partner B is not looking forward to this conversation. Partner B knew this was bound to happen
sooner or later, the electrical system was just too old. It's even worse because it happened
when Partner B was at the cabin. At least the partners will be getting an up to date electrical
system, which will also mean a few more outlets. The system blew when Partner B plugged in
the toaster; the only other thing on was the heater. Partner B knows that Partner A thinks
Partner B is irresponsible but Partner B thinks Partner A is too demanding maybe even too
finicky. Since the partners have shared the cabin Partner B doesn't get every last crumb, but it's
not a hospital, it's a vacation cabin. Partner B actually feels a little annoyed because when
Partner B bought the new propane BBQ Partner A never even thanked Partner B. Partner B
would think that would count for something! Actually, Partner A never even thanked Partner B
for the yard work that Partner B did in the summer, which took three full summers. Partner B
wants to get along with Partner A but Partner A has got to get a life, quit being so picky and
negative!



