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#4: The Cabin - PARTNER A (Skilled) 
Facts Known to Both Parties 

Two friends bought a vacation cabin in the mountains.  They draw up a schedule each year as to 
usage.  All costs are shared equally at the end of the year.  Each is responsible for cleaning and 
maintenance while they are there.  Partner A noticed that the cleaning was never done 
properly when it was his/her time at the cabin, in fact sometimes it even smelled as if food was 
left in the fridge.  Also things were just plain messy, drawers opened, appliances dirty, and the 
woodpile was not refurbished.  Every time s/he mentioned it to Partner B, Partner B apologized 
saying that s/he had forgotten and would be more conscientious in the future.  

Things came to a boil last week when Partner A notified Partner B that the electrical system had 
blown and it would take $3000.00 to rewire the cabin.  This really annoyed Partner A as s/he 
was planning on using the cabin the following week but with no heat and power, forget it!  
Partner A was to say the least, upset about the cost of repair as well.  Partner A called for a 
meeting with Partner B to discuss the electrical problem as well as the other aspects of the cost 
sharing arrangement. 

 
Facts Known to Partner A Only 

Partner A is furious about the electrical problem.  Both partners knew at the time of purchase 
that the wiring was quite skimpy and it would not take a lot of appliances plugged in at once.  
Partner A knows that Partner B is pretty sloppy and casual about the cabin and s/he probably 
plugged in everything in sight.  Partner A is sure s/he shouldn't have to pay half the expenses 
for this problem, especially since the next week at the cabin was Partner A's and now Partner A 
will have to cancel and make new plans and arrangements. Also Partner A has to wait a whole 
month for the next scheduled time!  Partner A also wants to talk to Partner B about the other 
things that have happened this year like the standard of cleanliness.  It's common courtesy.  
Partner B seems to be taking advantage of Partner A who is very clean and tidy.  Partner A's 
spouse is starting to really pressure Partner A.  Also the "schedule" works pretty well, however 
it's so inflexible.  There were a few times that Partner A's plans changed and s/he could have 
used the cabin but because of the schedule s/he couldn't. Partner A wants things different for 
next year or it's not possible to continue sharing the cabin any longer.  The most troublesome 
problem is immediate.  Partner A can't see sharing the cost for the electrical breakdown, 
especially since Partner A was not even there and it was probably Partner B's fault. 

 

 

 
  


